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The Current Consulting Group's 28th Annual Drug Testing Industry Survey
polled 450 employee screening experts on current trends and their
predictions for the future of the industry. Hot topics covered in the survey
include emerging technologies, oral fluid testing, proctored/virtual testing,
rapid-result testing, and testing price trends.
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What can we learn from this year’s survey? What can we learn from this year’s survey?​

Drug testing prices are increasing, and
most providers blame laboratories for
the need to raise their prices.​

Emerging technologies, oral fluid testing, proctored/virtual testing, rapid-result testing, and testing price trends.

Employers continue to drop marijuana
from their drug test panel, though the
trend has leveled off. And although the
rescheduling of marijuana may cause
some employers to stop testing for
marijuana, most providers believe it will
not be a significant number.

Oral fluid testing sales have been hurt
by the federal government’s failure to
fully implement DOT regulations for lab-
based oral fluid testing.​
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Will sales change by the end of 2026?​

Up

Same

Down

Don't Know

Increase
44

Stay the same
29

Decrease
16

State of the Drug Testing IndustryState of the Drug Testing Industry

Are drug testing sales: up or down over the past 12 months?​

Emerging technologies, oral fluid testing, proctored/virtual testing, rapid-result testing, and testing price trends.
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45%

28%

21%
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Which Screening Methods Do You Currently Offer?​

91%
Lab-based

urine

72%
POCT urine

71%
Lab-based
oral fluid

Emerging technologies, oral fluid testing, proctored/virtual testing, rapid-result testing, and testing price trends.

70%
Hair
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54% 40% 34% 26%
POCT

oral fluid
Background

checks
Occupational

health &
wellness
screens

Fitness-for-
duty exams

Yes: urine, oral fluid and hair

Yes: urine and oral fluid but not hair

Yes: urine and hair but not oral fluid

Yes: oral fluid and hair but not urine

No

Unsure

Do You Have Customers Who Use ​
More Than One Drug Testing Method?​

42%

23%

13%

13%

7%

1%



Yes

No, and we do not plan to do so

Not yet, but we probably will in 2026

Not yet, but we probably will in 2027

Don't know

46%

17%

14%

12%

11%

Lab price increases

MRO price increases

Collection price increases

POCT device price increases

Employee salary increases

Other increases in the cost of doing business

What’s Driving Price Increases?​

Your Drug Testing Business Your Drug Testing Business​

Have You Increased Drug Testing Prices?​

Emerging technologies, oral fluid testing, proctored/virtual testing, rapid-result testing, and testing price trends.
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63%

26%

41%

22%

38%

55%



Your Clients’  Drug Testing  Program Your Clients’ ​Drug Testing ​Program 

Have You Had Many Clients Completely Discontinue
Drug Testing in the Past 3 Years?​

Why Do You Believe Employers Stop
Conducting Drug Testing?​

Emerging technologies, oral fluid testing, proctored/virtual testing, rapid-result testing, and testing price trends.
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Yes, many

Yes, but we have added more than we have lost

Yes, but not many

No, but I anticipate some will in the next 12 months

No

7%

7%

33%

49%

4%

Company priorities no longer support drug testing

Makes it harder to hire new people

Reasons related to the legalization of marijuana

Don't like drug testing

Don't believe it works

Too expensive

27%

55%

64%

8%

7%

38%



Legal Marijuana and Drug TestingLegal Marijuana and Drug Testing

Emerging technologies, oral fluid testing, proctored/virtual testing, rapid-result testing, and testing price trends.

How Much Is the Legalization of Marijuana Affecting
Drug Testing Sales?​

Will the Rescheduling of Marijuana Result in DOT
No Longer Having the Authority to Require

Covered Employers to Test for Marijuana?​
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It is having a positive effect on drug testing sales

It is having a negative effect on drug testing sales

We have not noticed any effect on drug testing sales

No effect so far, but we believe there will be a positive effect eventually

No effect so far, but we believe there will be a negative effect eventually

36%

32%

5%

7%

9%

Hard to say
46%

No
42%

Yes
12%



For Those Customers Using Oral Fluid,Where
Are They Performing the Collection?​

Oral Fluid TestingOral Fluid Testing

What Characteristics of Oral Fluid Testing Are of Most
Interest to Your Customers?​

Emerging technologies, oral fluid testing, proctored/virtual testing, rapid-result testing, and testing price trends.
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Makes observed collections possible for every test

Ability to prevent drug test cheating

Prefer a non-urine testing method

Accuracy

Ease of collection

Ability to detect recent drug use, within minutes after usage

Shorter/tighter window of detection

67%

59%

34%

25%

75%

54%

60%

On-site performed by trained employees

On-site performed by professional collectors

Off-site at a collection facility

All of the above (or some combination of the above)

Unsure

18%

14%

12%

42%

14%



Evidentiary breath

Non-evidentiary breath

Saliva

Urine

Blood

Price
48

Ease of use
38

Accuracy
27

Which Alcohol Testing Method Do Your Clients Prefer?​

What Challenges Do You Currently Experience
with Your Alcohol Testing Program That a New

Screening Device Could Help Solve?​

Emerging technologies, oral fluid testing, proctored/virtual testing, rapid-result testing, and testing price trends.
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Alcohol TestingAlcohol Testing

80%

10%

25%

17%

8%

%

%

%



©2026 The Current Consulting Group, LLC. All rights reserved. No portion of this data may be reproduced, retransmitted, posted on a
website, or used in any manner without the written consent of the Current Consulting Group, LLC. When permission is granted to
reproduce this data in any way, full attribution to the author and copyright holder are required. This information is provided for educational
purposes only. Reader retains full responsibility for the use of information contained herein.

For information on survey sponsorship opportunities contact
the Current Consulting Group at

info@currentconsultinggroup.com or by calling 954.944.0400.
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